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clauses of this Act, which appear to 
In reviewing the action taken in | 8!ve every facility to the slave-owner 
the year just past by the Govern- | 10 carry all the cruelties and hardships 
ments of Europe, of Egypt and | incidental to the system, yet we are 
Brazil, we think we may congratu- | glad to learn that other causes are 
late the friends of the Anti-slavery | 2t work to assist in hastening the 
cause that the year 1880 has not been | time when emancipation may be real 
altogether unproductive of good and complete. 
fruits. Though we feel that much To these we need not now refer, 
more ought to have been done, par- further than to call attention to the 
ticularly to put down the increas- | teresting letters on that subject 
ing Slave-trade in Egypt and the from H.M. Foreign office and from 
Red Sea, we must be thankful that | Mr. Crawford, late Consul-General 
at a time when our own country | 1 Cuba, published in the last issue 
has been occupied so largely by the | the Leporter, pages 141-2. 
carrying out of foreign wars, some 
steps have been taken by the English 
Government that are likely to be the The news received a few weeks 
precursors of substantial benefit to | since of the establishment of a Bra- 
the enslaved races of Africa. | zil Emancipation Society, leads to 
We will briefly consider the state | the hope that now the people of 
of Slavery and the Slave-trade in| Brazil have become alive to the 
their various strongholds. detestable nature of slavery, its death 
_ knell on the continent of America 
Spar anp Cuna. _ has already been sounded. 


During the year just ended Spain) yy Suave Trape in Eeyrr, He 
has passed an Act for the abolition | Slalnsen ie: | cceigs: eintin nia. 

of Slavery in Cuba at the termination | ’ 
of a period of eight years of what is, A large portion of the pages of the 
termed “ Patronage.’ Although | last few numbers of the Reporter” 
we have spoken freely against the has been taken up with accounts of 


1880. 


BraZi. 
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the late great increase in the slave 
traffic in the dominions of the 
Khedive. We wish we could believe 
that the denials as to this increase, 
which are from time to time put 
forth by the Egyptian press, and 
by certain high-class Egyptian 
officials, were based upon truth. 
Unfortunately the facts all tend to 
show that the Slave-tradeis now more 
actively carried on in the Soudan, 
upon the Upper Nile, the Red Sea, 
and even in Egypt proper, than has 
been the case for several years. 
The attention of the English Govern- 
ment was: specially directed to this 
subject by an influential Deputation 
from the Anti-Slavery Society in June 
last, and Earl Granville promised 
that “he would pay immediate 
attention to the matter.” Although 
the plans suggested by the Deputa- 
tion have not yet been carried out, 
we trust that H.M. Government 
has not lost sight of the importance 
of the questions then discussed. 
Some activity has lately been shown 
by the Egyptian Government in re- 
pressing the most flagrant violations 
of the Anglo-Egyptian Slave Con- 
vention, but we fear that this activity 
has been mainly called forth by the 
strong views expressed by some 
influential’ organs of the English 
press, and by the activity of the 
friends and supporters of the Anti- 
Slavery Society, as reported by us 
from time to time. In reference to 
this matter we desire, in the name of 
the outraged natives of Africa, who 
are hunted like wild beasts and 
dragged into cruel bondage, to pub-. 
licly thank those friends of the cause 
in Egypt and on the Red Sea, who, 
amidst difficulties, have manfully 
stood up on behalf of the slave, and 
have transmitted to us, with praise- 
worthy zeal and regularity, full 
accounts of the state of this horrible 
trade, so far as they were able to 
obtain them. 


Amongst these we would specially 
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offer our acknowledgement to Dr. 
Schweinfurth, of Cairo, Dr. Dutrieux, 
of Alexandria, Dr. Hogg, Head of 
the American mission at Assiout, 
Herr Gottfried Roth, of Assiout, 
Mr. Jules Sakakini, of Alexandria, 
Mr. Wild, of Cairo, and Mr. Wylde, 
of Jeddah. : 

To Colonel Gordon, C.B., we are 
indebted for the kind and generous 
manner in which he has placed in 
our hands a mass of private corre- 
spondence on this subject from 
persons of high standing in Egypt. 
Some of this we have been allowed 
to make public, but for obvious 
reasons a portion could only be 
used for our own guidance and in- 
formation. 


1881. 


We are full of hope that the 
New Year now dawning will see a 
great advance in the progress of 
freedom. Slavery itself as an insti- 
tution must be abolished, and the 
Slave-trade will then die a natural 
death. Before this desired end can 
be obtained there is still much work 
to be done, and we must all join 
hands and unite in attacking the 
evil at its source. Strange to say 
there is on this subject a great 
apathy amongst the masses of the 
people of England—that England 
which in 1834 paid TWENTY MILLIONS 
STERLING to put down slavery in her 
West Indian possessions! This 
apathy we believe arises mainly 
from ignorance on the subject, and 
from a sort of good-tempered care- 
lessness and an idea that all these 
things are now matters of history. 
‘England paid her money, the slaves 
were liberated, and there is an end 
of the matter!” This is a common 
mode of argument, but it is not the 
true state of affairs. Every year 
THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
OF HUMAN BEINGS DRAGGED INTO 
SLAVERY, and of these a very large 
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percentage die of their sufferings on 
thelongcruel journey tothecoast. It 
is against this gigantic evil that the 
Anti-Slavery Society is lifting up 
its voice. People of England, will 
you not help to swell the power of 
that voice that is crying for freedom 
to a down-trodden race? The best 
way in which you can. now shew 
your sympathy is by helping to 
provide the Society with the sinews 
of war. Every pound given is so 
much impetus which is added to the 
power with which the Society works. 
Printing, alone, which is one of its 
best weapons, is very costly, and 
much more might be done if the 
means were greater. We would call 
attention to the list of Subscribers 
ta the Anti-Slavery Society for 1880, 
and we think it compares badly with 
the lists of many Missionary and 
other philanthropic societies. 

We make this appeal with con- 
fidence to men of all creeds and of 
every shade of political opinion. The 
Anti-Slavery body is cosmopolitan, 
and has no politics, save the policy 
of progress and freedom to the whole 
human race. It appeals to the 
Government of the day, of whatever 
party it may be composed, to help it 
to carry out its high objects. The 
Governmenj is but the representative 
of the majority of the people, and it 
is called into power that it may give 
effect to the national will. 

In former times it was the will of 
the people of England that slavery 
should not exist in all their borders. 
Let the people again make their 
voice heard with no uncertain sound, 
and the nations of the East must at 
length listen to that voice, and put 
down the inhuman traffic that has 
sao long devastated Africa and de- 
graded her people. 





Senor Nasvco.—We are glad to learn 
that Senor Nabuco, Member of the Chamber 
of Deputies, President of the Brazilian Anti- 
Slavery Society is now on a visit to Europe, 
and we hope shortly to have the pleasure 
of. welcoming him in England. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER AD, 
DRESSED BY COUNT DELLA 
SALA TO H. E. RIAZ PACHA. 

Dated Cairo, 19 Nov., 1880. 


Count Sala complains that some Eng- 
lish journals, specially the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter, have published statements 
relative to his action in suppressing the 
slave-trade. 

The Count complains that the Anéi- 
Slavery Reporter accuses him of not 
putting down the traffic vid Zerua, and 
explains that his authority does not 
extend further than the district com- 
prised between Alexandria and Assouan, 
and that in all those territories he has 
taken effectual measures to suppress the 
slave-trade. 


Norr.—In regard to this matter, 
we can only state that we never com- 
plained of Count Della Sala for not 
stopping the traffic at Zeila, as we 
were well aware that this port does 
not come under his jurisdiction. 

On page 119 of November Re- 
porter we published a letter from a 
correspondent, stating that Count 
Della Sala appears to have stopped 
the large caravans from coming too 
near to Cairo, and that this is proved 
by the fact that slaves are crossing the 
Red Sea from Zeila. As the Count 
prevented their coming down the 
Nile, they were sent by way of Zeila, 
in order to avoid his vigilant eyes. 
This is no fault of Count Della Sala’s. 

In his long and interesting letter the 
Count explains to the Minister the mea- 
sures he has adopted for the suppression 
of the slave-trade, to which measures 
we referred with pleasure in our issue 
of December last, pages 138-134, our 
attention having been directed by our 
good friend Dr. Schweinfurth to the 
activity displayed by Count Della Sala, 
and we trust that what we then expres- 
sed will prove to the Count that we 
have no wish to be unfair, or to give 
blame where it is not due. 

In the latter part of his letter he 
complains of our statement that Dr. 
Dutrieux had resigned his appointment 
when he found that his duties would 
end at Assiout. 
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As Dr. Dutrieux has himself written 
us a letter stating his reasons for return- 
ing to Alexandria, we print his letter 
herewith in full, and regret that we had 
been in some respects misinformed on 
this subject. We shall always be very 
happy to publish impartially all trust- 
worthy accounts we may receive of 
Count Della Sala’s action in putting 
down the Slave-trade in the districts 
under his command. 

In the cause of humanity we deplore 
that his activity is obliged to be limited 
to the comparatively small district north 
of Assouan, as he is thus unable to act 
against the Slave-hunters of Soudan. 

We trust that ere this the Count has 
received and read the extra number of 
the Reporter published in December 
last. 





DUTRIEUX UPON THE 

SLAVE-TRADE. 

We have received the following note 
from our valued correspondent Dr. 
Dutrieux. The date of the murder of 
King Munza is not given exactly in our 
correspondent’s letter, but it occurred 
some time ago, we believe more than two 
years. The notable fact is, that the 
murderer, Jussuf Pacha, is still retained 
in his post as Mudir in Sennaar! vide 
Herr Buchta’s report, printed in Novem- 
ber number of the Reporter, page 117. 





Dr. 


“(To the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter.) 


“ Alexandria, Deer. 8, 1880. 
(TRANSLATION. ) 


* Dear Sir,—I send you herewith a short 
letter which I will thank you kindly to in- 
sert in your next number of the Reporter. 
The title of your Article in your November 
issue, Count Della Sala and Dr. Dutrieux, 
renders this correction necessary. 

** I suppose that other correspondents have 
forwarded you various Egyptian newspapers 
that have published articles on the suppres- 
sion of Slave-trade. 

“T should advise you to read the last three 
numbers of the Hyyptian Gazette, with the 
Editor of which I am in full accord as 
regards the suppression of the trade and the 
abolition of Slavery, two terms, which in 
my opinion must be inseparable. 
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“T thank you for sending me a copy of the 
Times, only I have to remark upon the 
absence of the date on the account of the 
murder of King Munza. It would be very 
important to have the exact date, in order to 
fix the responsibility upon the right person. 

“T trust you will always believe in my 
devotion to the good cause which we have 
in common. 


“M. Malet, Agent and Consul-General for 
England, has forwarded to the Egyptian 
Government an extract from a letter of 
Count Panizzi (which I have already sent to 
you) with a demand for an explanation of 
the same. There has been an exchange of 
notes on this subject. 

“With the expression of my high regard, 
believe me, 

** Dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
“Dr. Durrrevx.” 





Dr. 








DUTRIEUX AND COUNT 
DELLA SALA. 


(To the Editor of the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter, London.) 


DEAR Sir, 


From the note, too flattering as 
regards myself, which appeared in your 
last number, under the heading of 
**Count Della Sala and Dr. Dutrieux,”’ 
it might be inferred that there was some 
antagonism of feeling between the Count 
Della Sala and myself with regard to 
the position and organization of the 
government service for the suppression 
of the slave trade, and that it was 
divergence of opinion which led to my 
departure from the Siout mission. 

So far from this, I am bound to say 
that during my stay at Siout, where I 
temporarily filled the post of secretary 
of the government service, there never 
was the slightest disagreement between 
the Count Della Sala and myself as to 
the most efficacious means of repressing: 
the slave trade from Assouan to Alex- 
andria. 

They were quite personal reasons, 
altogether unconnected with the adminis- 
tration of the service which caused me 
to give up the post. 

It would be bad taste on this occasion 
to eulogize the Count Della Sala, with 
whom for a length of time I have had 
warm and friendly relations, which 
even a passing cloud has never disturbed 
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either at Siout or elsewhere. I have 
only one wish to express, it is, that 
when the direction of the service for 
the suppression of the slave trade in the 
Soudan and the coasts of the Red Sea 
is confined to Europeans, there may be 
found men gifted with as much energy, 
firmness, and independence of character 
us he who has the commission to repress 
the slave trade from Assouan to Alex- 
andria. It must not be lost sight of 
that such are in reality the limits of 
Count Della Sala’s operations, and it 
would be unjust to blame him for what 
passes in other parts of Egyptian 
territory. 

Will you kindly insert these few lines 
in the Anti-Slavery Reporter ? 

Accept, dear Sir, the assurance of my 
best regards, 


Dr. DurRiIEvx. 


Alexandria, Egypt, Dec. 8th, 1880. 





———— 


CORRESPONDENCE FROM 
EGYPT. 


We make a few extracts from some 
of our correspondents’ letters relative 
to the Egyptian Slave-trade, which will 
be of interest to our readers. 


PANIC AMONG THE SLAVE DEALERS 
IN THE SOUDAN. 


** Prince Borghese has lately returned 
from the frontier of Ouadai-Darfour, 
where he was kept waiting for two 
months for the Sultan’s permission to 
enter that country. His companion, 
Dr. Matteucci, by waiting still longer 
has now entered the Sultan’s dominions. 

‘The Prince states that in Darfour, 
Kordofan, and Dongola, a complete 
panic prevails amongst the slave-dealers 
because of the measures now taken 
against the slave-trade. He, himself, 
saw two of the malefactors hung. 

‘‘ At the present moment things look 
well, but the officials are like the Egyp- 
tian donkeys, they cease walking so soon 
as the rider ceases to apply the spur. 
The Government has done much, but it 
must do much more, and you are per- 
fectly right in stating ‘that it is all 
humbug’ so long as Eunuchs are to 
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be seen trotting alongside the carriages 
of the Princesses! It is necessary to 
strike while the iron is hot.” 


MURDER OF THE KING OF THE 


MONBUTTOS. 


Dr. Schweinfurth writes: ‘‘ You were 
quite right to expose the crime of the 
wretched Jusouf Pacha in the Times. 
Munza, King of the Monbuttos has 
become a historical character in Paris, 
from the popularity of the ‘ Black 
Venus’ at the Théatre du Chatelet. 

‘This is an operetta, taken from the 
romance of that name by De Bellot, 
the plot of which is drawn from my 
book ‘ The Heart of Africa.’ ”’ 


EUROPEAN SUPERVISION OF THE 


SLAVE-TRADE. 


On this subject Dr. Schweinfurth 
makes the following practical remarks : 


‘The idea of an international super- 
vision of the Slave-trade has been already 
ventilated in the Press. 

** But how can this be arranged, seeing 
that none of the European Governments 
have made any Treaty with Egypt on 
the subject as England has done? 
England alone, in consequence, has the 
right to mix herself up with the internal 
affairs of Egypt under terms of a 
Treaty. 

“Why has not France thought of this? 
France, who is always so jealous of the 
influence acquired by other nations in 
Egyptian affairs ? 

** AJlEurope ought to feel the deepest 
interes in the civilization of Central 
Africa, or, at any rate, in its being 
opened up to commercial enterprise. It 
will be a vital question for the twentieth 
céntury, for Africa will have to help to 
feed the Europe of the future, which 
will then have 500 millions of inhabi- 
tants. Besides the humanitarian side 
of the question, there exists another 
truly national. 

‘There must be a European control for 
the abolition of slavery as has already 
been established for finance. In order 
to watch over the Soudan there must be 
European Commissioners circulating 
throughout all the provinces.” 
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Anti-Slabery Meporter. 


JANUARY, 1861. 

We continue to see published in 
the Egyptian newspapers and to 
receive letters which declare that 
the wish of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment is to put down the slave-trade. 

These are all written in a strain 
of offended dignity. Those in the 
Egyptian official papers are signifi- 
cative of a great horror of the slave 
trade. The letters of individuals, 
who are employés of the Egyptian 
Government in the suppression of 
that trade, are full of indignation, 
that, while ¢hey are thus employed, 
there should be the least doubt ex- 
pressed that the slave-trade exists. 

We can assure the latter that we 
give them credit for doing their best 
in their spheres; that they may, to 
some degree, thank the Anti-Slavery 
Society for their being thus em- 
ployed ; but that, however full their 
letters may be of protestations that 
they are doing their duty—which, 
by the way, has never been doubted— 
these protestations in no way affect 
the great question which we have 
in hand. In spite of anything 
they may say, the fact does exist, 
viz., that slaves are brought down 
from Central Africa, and find a 
ready sale. 

e now turn to the official docu- 
ments of the Egyptian Government, 
and ask whether the latter are bond 
fide in their wish to put down the 
slave-trade ; if they are so, how is it 
that we moved in the matter? How 
is it that they never had published to 
their people in Lower Egypt the 
Slave-trade Convention and Khe- 
divial Decree of August, 1877 ? and 
that they had to be informed by the 
British Consul-General of the slave 
caravans at Assiout, which led to the 
sepsoecnens of Count Della Sala ? 
The deduction from these two omis- 
sions is, that either they looked on 
the Convention as mere waste paper, 
as immaterial to their people to 
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know of it, or that they wished to 
keep it secret, as being a sop to the 
Foreign Powers; and also as to the 
caravans at Assiout— that they 
either were grossly ignorant, which 
is not likely, or that they connived 
at these arrivals. We ask any 
reasonable person if the Egyptian 
Government would have appointed 


Count Della Sala had it not been for 


the agitation which ensued on the 
discovery, through the British Con- 
sul-General, that slave-caravans did 
come down. Our belief is, that the 
Egyptian Government only acts in 
accordance with the pressure brought 
to bear on it; that the moment this 
pressure is removed it will quietly 
wish “ good morning” to all the 
European employés in any way en- 
gaged in suppressing the slave-trade. 

These gentlemen, as employés of 
the Egyptian Government, quite 
misunderstand the object of our re- 
marks, which are for the purpose of 
obtaining such arrangements with 
the Egyptian Government as will 
render the slave-trade impossible 
for all time, and irrespective of their 
European employés being retained 
in the service or not. 

Taking the letter of Count Della 
Sala, in which he denies that Dr. 
Dutrieux left him on account of 
disagreement in the position and 
organization of the slave-suppression 
service at Siout, and in which he 
complains of unjust attacks, it 
must be remembered that we did 
not give this statement from our- 
selves. We received the information 
from what we considered a sound 
source, and not from any one con- 
nected or who depended in any way 
on the good or bad offices of the 
Egyptian Government. 

We think Count Della Sala’s pro- 
testation to the Egyptian Govern- 
ment that he will not flinch from his 
duty is rather uncalled for. We wish 
him good speed, and fully believe 
that he knows as well as we do how 
very little he can do at Assiout to 
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stop the slave-hunting in Central 
Africa. We imagine that he would 
agree that when once the slaves are 
torn from their homes and brought 
down some 1,500 miles, it mat- 
ters little if he captures them, and 
hands them over to the Egyptian 
Government, or if they stay with 
their captors. 

The letters of Giegler Pacha, de- 
claring unfounded all the statements 
concerning the increase of the slave- 
trade is also to be considered as 
coming from Khartoum, where we 
allow the slave-trade does not exist. 
He gives his conviction that there is 
no increase ; but this can only be his 
opinion, for since 1876 he has not 
been in the slave-hunting districts, 
and can only judge from hearsay. 

e can assure these gentlemen 
that we give them every credit for 
doing their best. That we would 
wish to give them every support, 
but that we cannot allow our pro- 
testations against the slave-trade to 
be silenced, because the Egyptian 
Government may try and put them 
as buffers in order to fend off the 
impression that we have, that they 
only act under pressure of Foreign 
Governments against the  slave- 
trade. They may depend on one 
thing, that their tenure of office, 
vis @ vis the suppression of that 
traffic would soon cease, were this 
pressure withdrawn. Their employ- 
ment is the effect of this pressure. 
It would cease on its removal. 

As long as the harems of Tewfik 
Pacha and his Pachas have slaves 
and eunuchs, so long will we doubt 
the bona fides of the Egyptian Go- 
vernment. If these dignitaries were 
really in earnest, they would easily 
give a proof of it, and set an ex- 
ample of their earnestness by li- 
berating them, or by giving them 
certificates of freedom. 

The Anti-Slavery Society is for 
an object which should be dear 
to every European. It has great 
difficulty in getting information, 
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and sometimes it may be wrongly 
informed ; but it is not thereby to be 
deterred from its great work, or 
dragged into discussions with in- 
dividuals, on one side, or the other, 
by interested persons. We keep in 
view the raisonne detre of our 
institution, and look on all else as 
merely leading up to the accomplish- 
ment of the same. 





THE EGYPTIAN SLAVE -TRADE. 


Avexanpria, Dec. 8. 
We gladly reprint the following 
letter from the correspondent of The 
Times at Alexandria :— 


On the 4th of August, 1877, a convention 
was signed by the representatives of Great 
Britain and Egypt, by which the latter 
country undertook the following engage- 
ments :— 





Public trading in slaves, whether negroes 
or Abyssinians, suppressed immediately. 
Their importation or exportation, whether 
by land or by sea, forbidden. Convicted 
traders to be held guilty of the crime of 
robbery with murder. Private sales or 
transfers between family and family to be 
abolished in Egypt in 1884; in the Soudan 
and other Egyptian dependencies in 1889. 
All dealings in white slaves to be abolished 
in 1884. Any person convicted of mutilation 
of children to be held guilty of the crime of 
murder. <A special Trade Department to be 
formed in order to carry out the convention, 
secure the punishment of the offenders, and 
the future of the liberated slaves. 


This was a great stride in advance of 
anything yet done in the Ottoman Empire. 
Circulars certainly existed which forbade 
public trading, and traders could be im- 
prisoned on detection. But these orders wer 
practically a dead letter. It is worth while 
inquiring how far this new international 
obligation has acquired living force. In the 


first place, Colonel Gordon in Central Africa 


strengthened by the powers of the Con- 
vention, gave some of the best years of his 
life to the establishment of order and law in 
the districts which for many years had been 
the source of the yearly supply of human 
flesh. One great nest of traders on the Bahr 
Gazelle, who were numerous enough to 
muster an armed force which intimidated 
the whole surrounding country, he utterly 
rooted out after two years’ fighting. But 
Colonel Gordon’s work is part of the world’s 
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history, and it does not now require recapitu- 
lation. There is no doubt he did much to 
stop the slave supply; still, when he left 
Egypt, he confessed that the snake was only 
scotched, not killed. Another English officer 
was stationed at Massowah with the duty of 
surveillance of the Red Sea coast. His 
exertions, however, were not as successful as 
those of his colleague, and the caravans that 
escaped the latter’s vigilance seemed to have 
always found the means of getting away to 
sea. An English slave trade Judge was also 
named, with residence at Souakim, but I 
cannot learn that he was often called upon 
to exercise his judicial functions. Finally, 
there was the Slave Trade Bureau at Cairo, 
with its various branches in the interior. 
‘The public were ignorant about the working 
of this office until about a year ago, when 
the news was suddenly communicated from 
Siout that a large caravan of slaves had 
arrived, although a branch of the Slave 
Trade Bureau existed at that town. It was 
further found that local officials had known, 
if not connived, at the illicit trade, while 
other officials returning from the South were 
in the habit of bringing slaves with them 
under the pretence of their being free 
servants. These events shook public confi- 
dence in the effectiveness of the system. 
After much disscussion another European 
officer was named—the Count Della Sala— 
who was given men and money to keep 
watch over the desert roads which connect 
Upper Egypt with Darfur and the Southern 
provinces. Eight stations are under his care, 
und he has made caravan arrivals from the 
south-west almost impossible. Mr. Malet, 
the British Consul-General, who is most keen 
for the suppression of all slavery, also took 
the matter up and obtained further con- 
cessions from the Khedive in the form of 
more stringent anti-slavery regulations. Iso- 
lated cases of buying and selling were made 
just as punishable as the public trading in 
slaves. Merchants were forbidden to travel 
with negro women and children, even 
though the latter were furnished with 
emancipation papers; as it appears these 
papers are given at Berber or Khartoum only 
to be taken back when their use as passports 
is ended. The last fact in the anti-slavery 
movement is the recent return of Count 
Della Sala from his nomad life to the Cairo 
office, an apparently retrograde movement, 
explained as necessary for the better super- 
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vision of the eight stations under his charge. 

The laws are obviously stringent enough 
to put an end to the slave trade if they only 
could be enforced. The Egyptian Govern- 
ment has recently published a series of 
documents in the Moniteur Egyptien to prove 
that they are enforced. I have just read 
through all these communications, but I 
cannot say that they prove performance so 
much as good intention. Six hundred copies 
of the Slave Trade Convention and Regu- 
lations have been distributed among the 
various high officials of Egyptian rule. 
Among other documents, the official in- 
structions issued to the governors who suc- 
ceeded Colonel Gordon in the Soudan and 
on the Red Sea coast are published. They 
are told to do all they can to carry out the 
Convention with Great Britain and to 
extirpate this nefarious traffic wherever it 
exists in their. vast districts. Despatches 
from the two Governors are also given which 
prove that each has issued the strictest 
instructions, and over 600 slaves have been 
arrested on the coast and in the interior. 
Six hundred is a mere handful of the number 
said to be annually exported according to 
such authorities as Dr. Schweinfurth. It is 
not only Egyptian Governors who are apt to 
think their work is done when they have 
signed a stringent order and written home a 
brilliant despatch. The Satrap of the Soudan 
waxes cloquent in the praise of his adminis- 
tration, and tells the Minister — “ The 
Treasury mects the wants of the country, 
officials are regularly paid, the police is 


organized, order re-established, abuses re-. 


pressed, reforms pressed on, and the people 
content.” It would have becn more to the 
purpose if either of them had reported the 
seizure of a few of the slave dealers en 


Hagrant dlit and their punishment according 


to the utmost rigour of the law. Still a 
good deal has been done. What remains 
undone is due, not at all to the want of zeal 
of the Cabinet at Cairo, but to the inertness 
of inferior officials and the weakness of 
Egyptian rule in the vast regions of Equa- 
torial Africa. 

There is, no doubt, an intention on the 
part of all enlightened Egyptians to carry 
out the convention. Riaz Pasha acknow- 
ledges frankly the necessity of its perform- 
ance. The Khedive himself is sincerely 
desirous to get rid of slavery as only a 


| plagne to his country. With only his simple 


a 
Bi 


ecaa ny ea ets 


2) 2h: oe 2” ae Sie a: le, ee eee * Le 


SORT RA CER 





JANUARY, 1831.) 


household, of which the Princess is the only 
head, his Highness has no need of that 
singular organization of wives and odalisques 
and eunuchs which composes the harem of 
the wealthy polygamists of Mahomedanism 


‘and makes the slave system a necessity in 


the Ottoman Empire. He has _himsclf 
declared that slavery only makes the country 
degenerate. But he isin advance of general 
public opinion. There is no widespread 
interest in the reform; on the contrary, 
there is a steady passive opposition, and, if 
common report speaks true, the trade is even 
fostered in distant districts by the collusion 
or wilful blindness of the authorities. It 
cannot, therefore, be expected that either 
1884 or 1889 will see an end of slavery 
if Egypt is left to do the work alone. It 
can only be done in one way. England must 
lend a hand in the accomplishment of the 
convention of which she is the chief signa- 
tory. Her friendly co-operation would give 
life to a crusade which flags from want of 
sympathy. Her interference need not take 
the form of cither soldiers or money. All 
that is wanted is some system of supervision 
over those who are charged with the work to 
see that they do their duty. A Consul at 
Souakim, the great outlet of Central Africa, 
with powers of surveillance along the Red 
Sea coast, and another Consul at Khartoum 
with similar powers in the Soudan, would 
provide the kind of stimulus which Egypt 
requires. But these men should have a con- 
siderable staff and high pay, and their quali- 
fications must be of a high and peculiar 
order. Were there many Colonel Gordons 
in the world the choice would soon be made, 
but we must be content with men possessing 
only some of his qualities. Such a man as 
Dr. Lowe, who had the entire confidence of 
Colonel Gordon, and served under him at 
Souakim, would, however, well fill one of the 
posts. No man living knows more of the 
ing and outs of the African slave trade, and 
I believe he is ready to undertake the task. 
It will be difficult to find him a worthy col- 
league who would consent as readily to take 
ungrateful work in an unhealthy climate. 
These two men, with powers of inspecting, 
advising, remonstrating with all local offi- 
cials, and reporting to the Egyptian and 
English Governments, would be of the 
greatest service. But it would be further 
necessary to have English representatives in 
the Slave Trade Bureau in Egypt, in order 
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to see the convention carried ‘out, not only 
at the source of supply, but also at the vari- 
ous localities which furnish the demand. 


A Consul at Khartoum, anotherat Souakiin, 
and a Siave Trade Commissioner at Cairo are 
small matters to the country which paid 20 
millions sterling to get rid of slavery. But 
if Great Britain does not feel justified in this 
small expenditure there seems little hope of 
any early results of a solid, permanent char- 
acter from the convention she took such 
pains to obtain. Meanwhile the British 
public must not suppose that slaves in Egypt 
are, as a rule, badly treated. Slaves in the 
fields do not now exist. Villages are no 
longer swept off to cultivate the lands of a 
prince ora pasha. All agricultural work is 
paid for, ill or well, save in the case of a 
public work, such as the cleaning of a canal 
or the repairing of its banks, when the 
neighbouring inhabitants are bound to give 
without pay a certain amount of work. Do- 
mestic slavery alone flourishes, and as far as 
one can learn, the masters are not often open 
to the charge of cruelty. Men are kind to 
their slaves as they are to their beasts, from 
policy. But there is a more potent safeguard 
against cruelty. It is now known through- 
out Egypt that an ill-treated slave can always 
obtain his or her freedom by an appeal to 
the English Consul. The matter is at once 
laid before the local authorities, the slave is 
freed, and the master punished. 


There is one more point I should like to 
clear up before I conclude. Slavery is often 
laid at Mahomed’s door. The Prophet, on 
the contrary, goes as far as any innovator 
in attacking an universal and immemorial 
custom. Even when he sanctions the en- 
slavement of captives taken in war he enjoins 
their surrender on payment of a fair ransom, 
and nowhere does he speak of any other 
legitimate source of slavery. “ Show kind- 
ness to your slaves” he says in one place; in 
another he lays down that “alms should buy 
the freedom of slaves ;”’ and once, in speaking 
of the marriage of slaves, he even says, “You 
all come one from another and from Adam, 
the common father.” But the most liberal 
sentiment occurs in the 24th chapter of the 
Koran, which, as translated by Kasimirski, 
runs, “If any one of your slaves asks from 
you his freedom, give it him if you judge 
him worthy of it; give them a little of the 
goods which God has granted you.” 
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CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 

We have much pleasure in announc- 
ing that Dr. G. Schweinfurth, of Cairo, 
the well-known explorer and the author 
of the ‘‘ Heart of Africa,’”’ has consented 
to have his name enrolled amongst the 
Corresponding Members of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 








ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCI- 


ETY’S EXPLORATION FUND. 

The East African Expedition, sent out 
originally by the administrative committee 
of this fund, having been brought to a suc- 
cessful termination by Mr. Thomson, the 
Council of the Royal Geographical Society 
have decided to close the accounts of the 
Fund and dissolve the committee. The total 
subscriptions to the Fund for the three 
years during which it has been in existence 
amount to 3,898/. 18s. 1d., of which 2000/. 
have been contributed out of the genera) 
funds of the Society. Out of the small 
remaining balance an honorarium of 250/. 
has been voted to Mr. Thomson, in con- 
sideration of the ability and completencss 
with which he has carried out the objects 
of the Committee. A handsome sword, with 
suitable inscription, and a silver medal are 
to be presented to Chuma, the head of 
Mr. Thomson’s caravan, and a second-class 
sword and silver medal to Makatuco, the 
second head-man; and a bronze medal and 
certificate of conduct, bearing the consular 
seal, will be given to each of the 150 nitive 
followers. The President, Lord Aberdeen, 
has been requested by the Council to write 
a letter to Dr. Kirk, Consul-General at 
Zanzibar, thanking him in their name for 
the important services he has rendered 
throughout to the Expedition. 

MR. THOMSON’S JOURNEY. 


Mr. Joseph Thomson, who has so 
successfully carried out the programme 
of the Royal Geographical Society, was 
but 22 years old when he found himself 
placed at the head of the exploration 
expedition, owing to the lamented death 
of his chief the late Mr. Johnston. He 
had long struggled against an attack 
of fever, but though strong and vigorous 
by constitution he succumbed to that 
disease which has carried off so many 
African explorers and missionaries. 
Mr. Thomson thus concludes a touching 
description of the death of his leader 
and his own resolye to carry out the 
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work left to him as a legacy. 


“So I 


laid him in the forest of Behobeho,. 7 


where his grave is now green, as his. © 
memory will ever be ; and on the 2nd of 
July 1879, weak with fever, I staggered ~ 
once more forth on my solitary march © 


towards the interior and the unknown.” 
Mr. Thomson’s journey 
Zanzibar through Uzaramo to the Rufiji 


River and the narrow valley of Mgeta. 


was continued through a_ hitherto 


untrodden country to the head of Lake © 


Nyassa, which: to their great joy they 


saw lying in the distance 4000 fect — 


from — 





beneath them. The light table land — 


stretching between Lakes Nyassa and 


Tanganyika for a distance of 210 miles. : 
was passed over by Mr. Thomson and ~ 


his faithful band of natives, the first 
expedition that had ever crossed this 
intervening piece of country. . 


The chief characteristic of this part of — 
the country was its utter barrenness,.~ 


and its principal value for the future 


will probably be its affording a practical — 
route to the interior via Lake Nyassa. — 


Mr. Thomson’s subsequent journey 
up Lake Tanganyika to the Lukuga river 
which has now proved to be the outlet 
from that Lake, and which probablyruns 
into the Congo must be here passed over 


in a few words ; suffice it to say that — 
his courageous attempt to follow the ~ 


course of the Lukuga to its junction with 


the Lualaba was frustrated by the deter- ~ 
mined hostility of the Warua. Itisonly — 
a miracle that he was able to make his. © 
way back to more friendly tribes and ~ 
eventually to reach Zanzibar with the — 
loss of only one of his followers and © 


without ever having pulled a trigger in 
self-defence. 


ROUTE, via LAKE NYASSA, TO THE 
INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 


Mr. James Stewart, C.E., 
Livingstonia Mission, who was present 
at the meeting of the Royal Geographical 
Society of Nov. 8th, 1880, at which 
Mr. Thomson read his paper from which 
the foregoing extracts are taken, passed 


through the same country a few days. 


after Mr. Thomson, and thus described 
what he considers to be the future high- 
way of Africa: 


The Livingstonia Mission, with which he- 


was connected, possessed the best, perhaps 
the only available route by water into the 


of the: 
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heart of Africa. The whole of the distance 
from Quilimane to Malisaka at the north 
end of Nyassa, about 800 miles, could now 
be accomplished by steam power, with the 
exception of two small breaks. He had 
traversed the distance in twenty-two days, 
including five days of stoppages, and letters 
despatched on July 24th from the north end 
of the lake were delivered in Edinburgh on 
September 16th, or in fifty-five days. There 
were like facilities for the transport of goods. 
Stores could be delivered at the north end 
of the lake at about 30/7. or 407. a ton for the 
carriage from Quilimane. They had long 
ceased to consider themselves as in any way 
isolated from the rest of the world, for fre- 
quent mails—about as frequent as to Calcutta 
twenty years ago—kept them abreast of the 
times. From this it was evident that Lake 
Nyassa might be considered as a convenient 
starting-point from which to reach the tribes 
in the regions beyond. The Tanganyika was 
was to Zanzibar. Last year he went bya 
short march, only seventeen days, from the 
north end of Nyassa to Pambete, at the 
south end of Tanganyika. The route was 
over an elevated, healthy and tolerably level 
country, and was by far the best and cheap- 
est yet discovered. A caravan journey from 
Zanzibar to Ujiji occupied about six months, 
and the rate for transport of goods was about 
4002. per ton. Comparing this with the rates 
by the Nyassa, the advantages of that route 
into the Tanganyika became very evident. 
No better service to Africa could be done 
than by opening up this route into the heart 
of the country. During the last few months, 
Mr. Moir, of the Livingstonia Company, had 
been travelling in the country to the north 
of Nyassa with the intention of visiting 
Marema and the Livingstone Mountains to 
the north and east of the lake. Next season 
he (Mr. Stewart) intended to travel along 
the whole of the eastern coast of the lake, 
with a view of establishing a mission station 
on that side, and when that was done the 
map of Lake Nyassa would be complete. 


THE * ANTI-SLAVERY 
REPORTER.” 
With this issue we commence the first 
of a series of monthly numbers, instead 
of once in two months as heretofore. 
By reducing the size, and appearing 
more frequently, we hope to be able to 
bring before our readers all the inform- 
ation relating to slavery and the slave- 
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trade, that we are able to obtain, prompt- 
ly and in areadable form. We hope 
also to see the Subscribers to the Re- 
porter fund largely extended this year, 

The price is only Five sururines, 
annually, and surely this sum will not 
be grudged by any who feel the smallest 
interest in the welfare of the suffering 
millions who inhabit the great Dark 
Continent! Let us remember that the 
smallest endeavour honestly made, even 
the giving of such a mite as the above 
sum, in aid of the good cause, is one 
more slender rift on that black canopy 
of cruelty and crime which has grown 
thick with the accumulated wickedness 
of ages, but which is now to be lifted, 
slowly but surely, until the light shall 
stream in, and the “ Dark Continent,” 
shall become bright with that know- 
ledge of the Lord which will some day 
cover the earth asthe waters cover the 
sea. 








‘SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS” 
FOR 1880. 
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THE “ANTISLAVERY REPORTER” 
WOTICE. 


The Anti-Slavery Reporter is now issued once A MONTH, instead of bi-monthly. The size 
has been reduced, and the expense will not be materially increased, except for postages and 
labour. It is hoped by a more frequent issue, and with less matter, the public will 
be better able to find time to make themselves acquainted with the still crying evils of 
Slavery and the Slave-trade, which it isthe object of this journal to expose and denounce. 

By the cash account for 1879, given in September issue, it will be seen that the cost of 
printing and posting the Reporter exceeds the whole of the ordinary subscriptions and 
donations to the Anti-Slavery Society, leaving the Office expenses and other necessary 
charges entirely dependent upon legacies and otoer uncertain sources. 

About 1,750 copies of the Reporter are sent out, and supposing that only 1,200 of these 
are paid for at the fixed price of five shillings per annum, there would be an income of 
three hundred pounds from the Reporter alone, besides the larger subscriptions from friends 
of the cause. 

As it is thought that many persons, who would not care to sce their names entered as 
subscribers to the general funds of the Society for so small a sum as five shillings, would 
nevertheless be glad to contribute that insignificant amount towards the expenses of 
printing the Reporter, it is now proposed to open a separate fund, called the “ Reporter 
Founp,” and it is hoped that all those friends who receive that “ periodical,’ and who do 
not already subscribe towards the Society’s funds, will kindly forward a remittance of rive 
SHILLINGS, Which will entitle them to one copy of the Reporter every month trhoughout the 
year. No one will feel this to be any burden, and if all will do it the Reporter may be 
made self-supporting, instead of being, as at present, atax upon the resources of the Society. 

Posr Orrice OpxERs, OY HALFPENNY Postrace Sramvs, may be forwarded to the Editor, 
55, New Broad Street, E.C. 

Advertisements will be received for insertion on moderate terms. 


Printed by Apranam Kinapon, 2 & 3, White Street, Moorfields, E.C 
No. 55, New Broad Street, in the Parish of St. Botolph, Bishopsgate, in the City of London. 
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